LONG ISLAND LUTHERAN MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE DESCRIPTION

“COMMUNICATING IN THE REAL WORLD”

A one semester elective for students in Grades 11 and 12

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. David Hahn, Head of School

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to develop student skills in the field of verbal communications.  Instructional methodology is designed to maximize verbal participation by students.  The content of the course will include a wide range of experiences in such diverse topics as public speaking, impromptu presentations, debate, counseling, college/career interviews, sales presentations, storytelling, motivation, humor, and use of communications technology.  Guest presenters (a.k.a. Adjunct Professors) and field trips will augment our interactive teaching – learning process.

GRADING:
Grading will follow LuHi’s percentage-based scale.  Final course grade will be based on performance on the following tasks:

50%
Speeches/supporting materials (Topics assigned on regular basis.  All speeches begin with 90% and add/deduct points on content and delivery.)
20%
Final Speech (Developed on topic/methodology of great interest and utility to student; presented at end of course; Power Point presentation required.) 
20%
Quizzes (Based on presentations and readings.)
10%
Enthusiastic Class Participation (Especially practicing verbal skills.)
NOTE:  There will be a 10% reduction in grade each time a student is not prepared to present a speech when called upon to do so.
TEXT/RESOURCES:
Kushner, Malcolm, Public Speaking for Dummies, Wiley, 2004

Other materials as printed from Internet and other sources.

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:

UNIT 1:  How we humans communicate
· Rubric of effective public speaking
· Inflection
· Non-verbal communication
· Overcoming anxiety
· Listening skills
· Sign language
· Emergencies
· “Money Talk” (personal finances) 

UNIT II  Social Styles and Communications
· Wilson Learning Inventory
· How we see ourselves; how others see us
· How to communicate with and motivate others
UNIT III  Individual Communications
· The art of conversation
· Meeting new people and making friends
· Counseling others in need 
· Faith-based counseling
· College interviews
· Job interviews 
· Ethnic/Cultural  sensitivity
UNIT IV  Small Group Communications
· Debates
· Sales presentations

· Teaching a class

· Coaching & motivation

· Legal communications

UNIT V  Large-group presentations
· Motivational speeches
· Extemporaneous speeches
· Mics, video & other tools
· Keynote/Power Point presentations
UNIT VI  Mega Communications

· Search engines, websites, blogs, Twitter, etc.
· Television and radio
Possible field trips:

· Jericho Fire Department
· News 12 Studios
· Mill Neck School for the Deaf
· Other ideas?
FINAL SPEECHES!:

· Topic and methodology of great interest to student

· Identified early (Work on during class time)
· Develop/utilize Keynote/PowerPoint presentation (saved in LuHi’s Cloud, Google Drive and or a USB memory stick)
· Checkpoints
· Presentations in final weeks of class (8 – 12 minutes each)
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